LATER   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
and the forfeitures of his still more numerous enemies.
Within the twenty years of his reign he managed
by careful attention to business to collect within the
Hapsburg circle the invaluable fiefs of Austria, Styria,
Carinthia, and Carniola. So formidable indeed had
the Hapsburg power become by A.D. 1292 that the
electors declined to pass on the crown to his son,
Albert, who secured it only after six years of civil
war. His reign was brief (A.D. 1298-1308), for at
the end of ten years he was murdered. This short
period, however, sufficed to enable him to secure the
throne of Bohemia for his brother-in-law, Henry of
Carinthia,
In A.D. 1308 the electors, once more rejecting the
Hapsburg candidate, chose the head of a rival house,
namely, Henry of Luxemburg (A.D. 1308-13). He,
too, took up the policy of family aggrandisement
and succeeded in transferring the Bohemian crown
from Henry of Carinthia to his own son John, who
was destined to die on the battlefield of Crecy,
fighting against Edward in of England, thirty-six
years later.
The most notable of four Luxemburg Emperors
was Charles IV, son of the Bohemian king, John
(A.D. 1346-78). He ruled Germany from Prague,
which he greatly adorned and glorified. His main
territorial aim was to link up his Luxemburg Duchy
with his Bohemian kingdom, and towards this end
he succeeded in securing the Duchy of Brabant and
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